
Crab Bank Restoration Project

South Carolina

American Oystercatcher Working Group

St.Simon, Georgia

December 6-7, 2022

Janet Thibault2

Gary Sundin1

Felicia Sanders2

1Marine Resources Division 
2Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division

Gary Sundin, SCDNR



Seabird Sanctuaries

Crab Bank

Tomkins Island

Tomkins Island

Deveaux Bank

Deveaux Bank

Bird Key

Bird Key

Charleston



The Need
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The Opportunity

Crab Bank
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The Creation

Photo by Adam Boozer



The Creation



Target footprint: 

32.7 acres

2021



Post-build imagery:

December 1, 2021



Resolution: 0.4 – 0.7 inches

Accuracy: 2.4 – 5.0 inches

Elevation

(Digital Surface Models)

[As surveyed in December 2021]
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American Oystercatchers 
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Colonial Nesting Seabirds
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Photo by Adam Boozer

Final Thoughts

• Partnerships

• Protections Already In Place

• Treasure Hunters

• Predation Plan

• Vegetation Management Plan



Thank You!

Photo by Dylan Burnell, USACE
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Seabird Nests on Crab Bank
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Seabird Nests on Crab Bank
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Least Tern

•107 Nests

•>50 Fledglings

Christy Hand, SCDNR



Gull-billed Tern

•192 Nests

•> 75 Fledglings 

Janet Thibault, SCDNR



• 283 Nests

• 174 Fledglings

Black Skimmer

Janet Thibault, SCDNR



• Beach Croton

(Croton punctatus)

• Purslane

(Portulaca sp.)

• Dune Marsh-Elder

(Iva imbricata)

• Southern Saltwort

(Salsola kali var. caroliniana)

Desirable Native Plant Species

Janet Thibault, SCDNR



• Phragmites

(Phragmites australis)

• Crowfoot Grass

(Dactyloctenium aegyptium)

• Sow Thistle

(Sonchus oleraceus)

• Trailing Fuzzy-Bean

(Strophostyles helvola)

Undesirable Plant Species

Janet Thibault, SCDNR



American Oystercatcher 

•8 Pairs

•11 Nests

•7 Hatched

•3 Fledglings

Janet Thibault, SCDNR


