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The Georgia Bight offers…
• Extensive remote beaches
• High tidal range
• Vast expanses of mud and 

sand flats
• Abundant food resources
• Altamaha and other large 

river estuaries
• Minimal shoreline engineering, 

few modified inlets
• Many areas with limited 

disturbance
• Impoundments and managed 

wetlands



Birds rely on the Bight year-round!
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Importance of building connections

Guides

Resource 
ManagersCommunities

Tourists



CARE certification program

Supported by a 2-year Coastal Incentive 
Grant, hosted through GA DNR CRD.



Steps to create program

• Creating database of guides
• Forming a steering committee
• Survey guiding community to 

understand needs and 
logistics

• Building content
• Advertising course
• Assessing knowledge and 

impact
• Recertification and building 

community







Adjusting to Covid: Online Learning Platform







Tools for partners to access:

•Guidelines and best practices 
•Training and learning 
opportunities
•Laminated guidebook
•Citizen science tools 
• Increased communication 
between partners



Guide book and other gear



Advertising CARE certification



Measuring success
• We saw a significant increase in knowledge 

among pre- and post- course assessment 
scores

• Approximately 6,836 tourists have been 
exposed to information shared by guides 
from the CARE course.

• About 33% of guides who completed final 
assessment have contributed some to 
citizen science efforts

• About 22% have completed additional 
professional development related to CARE 
course content in the six-months following 
the course.



Building and growing a community



Thank you to our partners, funders and 
guides!

Learn more at: https://gacoast.uga.edu/care/
Contact info: asterling@manomet.org

https://gacoast.uga.edu/care/

