(from birds nesting on islands and beaches)

e - Partners:
Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries Program
Gulf Coast Bird Observatory
American Bird Conservancy
With support from Houston Audubon and Audubon Texas
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1xP3xY3-CS8

W Birds are threatened t|: mlgudly
: presence when they voca
_AMERICAN BIRD

( CONSERVANCY and/or dive-bomb our heads.

MORE INFO

— Corpus Christi
e Televised, Print Ads

— Greater Houston
e Televised, Internet, Mobile Phone

— San Antonio
* Internet, Mobile Phone
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Keep dogs on leashes and make
sure children are playing at least
50 yards from a nesting area.




Fish, Swim, or Play 50 Yards Away from nesting birds.

If birds are flying off the nest or vocalizing, you are too close.
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e Educational surveys a
ramps & marinas

— 2014: 169 surveys (369 people)

— 5 counties & 3 states represented

e Top 3: Brazoria (107), Ft Bend (20), Matagorda
(16)

HOUSTON-
GALVESTON

VER RIO GRANDE VALLEY



¢ 94 hours of

e Nearly 100 hours of staff time towards efforts ($1,500)

e 13 boat ramps & marinas targeted in Galveston Bay region
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Fish, Swim, and Play
From 50 Yards Away!




# of Guides

Boat Ramp Location # of Surveys

Distributed
Bastrop Marina 15 17
Blue Water Highway kayak launch 14 14
Bridge Bait boat ramp 11 19
- Carancahua St. boat ramp 11 7
::L-:_' Chocolate Bayou 12 6
— Dollar Point Marina 2 1
Fat Boy’s boat ramp 13 16
FM 2918 35 34
Freeport Levee 6 4
Galveston boat ramp 2
River Bend Tavern & Marina 3 4
San Luis Pass County Park 37 69
Sargent 8 7

Total 169 201




e 57,500 sp

e 2,419 spots ran on:
— kiii-tv 3, South Texas
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2012 2013 2014

(n=103) (n=148) (n=169)
29% News 31% News 24% News
Sources used by respondents 52% Internet 38% Internet 58% Internet
to check weather 19% Radio 17% Radio 10% Radio

14% Smartphone 7% Smartphone

— — Ehes —
— = ) ) . e
— : : 41% Morning 45% Morning 47% Morning ——=
Times of day weather is 15% Afternoon 19% Afternoon 15% Afternoon
checked 44% Evening 36% Evening 38% Evening

Note: Many respondents gave more than one answer. Percentages are based on total number of
answers instead of total number of surveys




# of people aware of BNBs

Large groups of birds influence  54% 78% 82%
recreational distance

:—-‘”“-—:-—_— Awareness of regulations 52% 57%

et

Experienced territorial/mobbing  32% 23% 13%
behavior

e People are aware and seem influenced by groups of birds

e People are not aware of behaviors associated with disturbed birds




Distance of Recreationist to Nesting Birds
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On the shoreline W/in 30 WI/in 50 yds of shore >50 yards from shore As close as possible w/o
yds of shore disturbing birds

2012 =m2013 =2014

e Bias in answering > 50 yards?

~® Recreate as close as possible
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Discussion

— leference in costs between markets

e Resources, survey volunteers
e Funding: $19,472in 2014
— New conservation approach

e Use in concert with on-the-ground community education and
engagement




Americ
kray@abcbirds.org
www.HelpGulfBirds.org
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Other funding
AL acknowledgements:

’0‘ NFWF Kathryn A. Hale
Y & ~ Hershey Foundation
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