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23 species appear 
to be in long term decline 

ISS data, Paul Smith analysis 



Red Knots in Delaware Bay 
declined by 70% since 1998 

Source:  N.J. Division of Fish & Wildlife 

Red Knot Peak Counts - Aerial Survey
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* 2009 peak count from 26-May-10 ground survey 

of Mispillion Harbor, DE 

Recovery Target: 80,000 red knot 



Atlantic Flyway Shorebirds 

 Approximately 70% of Arctic-nesting shorebirds have been 
declining (R.I.G. Morrison). 

 

 Semipalmated Sandpiper & Ruddy Turnstone down by as 
much as 80% on Delaware Bay (L. Niles et al.). 

 

 Semipalmated Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone, and 
yellowlegs down by as much as 90% in northern  

 South America (D. Mizrahi et al.). 

 

 Whimbrel, Short-billed Dowitcher, Dunlin, & Sanderling 
substantial declines (R.I.G. Morrison).   

 

 



Meet the need head-on by: 

Defining threats 

Develop overarching strategies  

Design actions within strategies 

Secure funding (investor language) 

Implement conservation actions 

AF Shorebird Conservation Business Strategy 



7 Billion and Growing 
Hard for Beach Obligates, nesting and migrants 







Engineered Inlet = Shorebird Depauperate 





Cumulative Footprint 

SkyTruth Image 



 
 Human Disturbance 
 
 Habitat Loss and Change  
 
 Lack of Knowledge 
 
 Hunting  
 
 Predation 
 
 
 



Seven key strategies were developed  
to characterize conservation activities necessary  
to address major threats to shorebirds: 

 Reducing Threats to Populations  

 Habitat Management and  Protection  

 Strengthening Conservation Regulations 

 Developing Shorebird  Conservation  Constituencies  

 Hemispheric Partnership  Engagement  

 Population Assessment and Monitoring 

 Reducing Gaps in Knowledge of Limiting 



Large scale focal geographies are as follows:  
• Eastern Arctic & Subarctic 
• Maritime Canada & Northeastern U.S. 
• Mid-Atlantic & Southeastern U.S. 
• Caribbean 
• Northern South America 
• Southern South America 
 
Broken into finer scale 
 
 



Focal Species 
 
1. highly imperiled or of high concern; 
 
2. represent important habitat suites in the flyway; and 
 
3. have existing conservation plans to make  
    implementation more practical. 
 
 



Red Knot 
American Oystercatcher 
American Golden Plover 
Sanderling 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Marbled Godwit (east coast) 
Piping Plover 
Wilson’s Plover 
Snowy Plover 
Purple Sandpiper 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Semipalmated Sandpiper 
Whimbrel 
 
  


