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Geographic Area Pairs 
(%) 

Barrier islands 395 (54)

Seaside marshes 220 (30)

Bay – western 
shore 13 (2)

Bay – eastern 
shore 103 (14)

State total 731

2008 Breeding Season

25% of Atlantic Coast 
breeders
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• Monitoring in coastal VA since 2002 (previous isolated studies)
• Measure of success for mammalian predator removal efforts
• Barrier island/Lagoon system – long term monitoring
• Refuge monitoring – long term monitoring

Productivity monitoring



2009 Effort
Barrier island/lagoon system

AMOY – 409 pairs
• 359 on islands (91%)
• 50 lagoon system (23%)

Managed for predators

Not managed for predators
(lack of predator activity)

Marsh sites



Productivity 2005-2009 – lagoon 

Site ’05 ’06 ’07 ‘08 ’09
Wachapreague1 0.09 0.50 0.19 0.41 0.41 (32)

Chimney Pole - 0.68 0.29 0.32 -

Chincoteague Bay 2 0.60 0.13 (23)

Site Specific 
Productivity
0.13 – 0.41

Lagoon 
Productivity

0.42

1 VDGIF        2 CNWR



Site ’05 ’06 ’07 ‘08 ’09
Assateague1 0.26 (19)

Wallops1 0.00 (3)

Assawoman1 0.13 (23)

Metompkin 0.06 (82)

Cedar1 0.54 (69)

Cobb 0.52 (21)

Little Cobb 0.21 (14)

Wreck 0.50 (36)

Ship Shoal 0.41 (27)

Myrtle 0.00 (10)

Smith 0.47 (17)

Fisherman2 0.16 (38)

ISLANDS
(# prs)

Productivity 2005-2009 – islands

Site Specific 
Productivity
0.00 – 0.54

1 CNWR        2 ESVNWR – 2004-2009



Site ’05 ’06 ’07 ‘08 ’09
Assateague1 0.26 (19)

Wallops1 0.00 (3)

Assawoman1 0.13 (23)

Metompkin 0.06 (82)

Cedar1 0.54 (69)

Cobb 0.52 (21)

Little Cobb 0.21 (14)

Wreck 0.50 (36)

Ship Shoal 0.41 (27)

Myrtle 0.00 (10)

Smith 0.47 (17)

Fisherman2 0.16 (38)

ISLANDS
(# prs)

0.30 
(359)

Productivity 2005-2009 – islands

Site Specific 
Productivity
0.00 – 0.54

Island-wide 
Productivity

0.30

1 CNWR        2 ESVNWR – 2004-2009



Site ’05 ’06 ’07 ‘08 ’09
Assateague1 - 0.00 0.31 0.10 0.26 (19)

Wallops1 - - 0.00 0.00 0.00 (3)

Assawoman1 - - 0.61 0.59 0.13 (23)

Metompkin 1.14 0.86 0.58 0.33 0.06 (82)

Cedar1 1.07 0.64 0.26 0.55 0.54 (69)

Cobb - 0.80 0.11 0.57 0.52 (21)

Little Cobb 1.00 0.00 0.00 0.23 0.21 (14)

Wreck 0.86 0.70 0.67 0.36 0.50 (36)

Ship Shoal 1.11 0.77 0.61 1.18 0.41 (27)

Myrtle 0.17 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 (10)

Smith - 0.08 0.15 0.30 0.47 (17)

Fisherman2 0.13 0.31 0.50 0.20 0.16 (38)

ISLANDS
(# prs)

0.61 
(293)

0.43 
(346)

0.43 
(369)

0.30 
(359)

Productivity 2005-2009 – islands

1 CNWR        2 ESVNWR – 2004-2009
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Wallops1 - - 0.00 0.00 0.00 (3)

Assawoman1 - - 0.61 0.59 0.13 (23)

Metompkin 1.14 0.86 0.58 0.33 0.06 (82)

Cedar1 1.07 0.64 0.26 0.55 0.54 (69)

Cobb - 0.80 0.11 0.57 0.52 (21)

Little Cobb 1.00 0.00 0.00 0.23 0.21 (14)

Wreck 0.86 0.70 0.67 0.36 0.50 (36)

Ship Shoal 1.11 0.77 0.61 1.18 0.41 (27)

Myrtle 0.17 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 (10)

Smith - 0.08 0.15 0.30 0.47 (17)

Fisherman2 0.13 0.31 0.50 0.20 0.16 (38)

ISLANDS
(# prs)
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Survey Route 2008 2007 2006 2005
Chincoteague 152 162 106 155
Metompkin 99 67 131 139

Wachapreague 190 179 195 197
Quinby North 501 668 534 350
Quinby South 549 528 286 498

Oyster 249 486 431 225
Fisherman 64 15 139 158
Lynhaven 17 27 n/a n/a

STATE TOTAL 1821 2132 1822 1722

Winter survey results 2005 - 2008 

Mid-Dec: 2530



Breeding status of American 
Oystercatchers in VA…the rest of 

the story (more or less)
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Geographic area
No. pairs 

(% of tot.)
No. singles 
(% of tot.)

Total ind. 
(% of tot.)

Barrier islands 395 (54) 28 (11) 818 ( 48)

Seaside Lagoon 220 (30) 187 (73) 627 (36)

Bay – Accomack Co. 103 (14) 28 (11) 234 (14)

Bay – western shore 13 (2) 12 (5) 38 (2)

State totals 731 (100) 255 (100) 1,717 (100)

2008 Statewide Breeding Survey   
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Site
# prs. 

monitored
# nesting 
attempts 

# fledged 
yng.

Prod. 
Est.

Goose Island 9 9 14 1.56
Clump Island 11 13 16 1.45
Tangier Island 11 14 7 0.64
Halfmoon Is. 8 9 5 0.63

Scarsborough Is. 7 8 2 0.29
Watts Island 13 17 2 0.15
Webb Island 13 14 2 0.15

Parker’s Island 11 15 1 0.09
L. Bernard Is. 2 2 0 0.00

Pampco Crk. Is. 1 2 0 0.00
TOTALS 86 103 49 0.57

2009 Bayside Productivity 

61%

25%

14%

HIGH

MED

LOW



Site
Prod. 

descript.
Fox/raccoon  

Y /N
Nesting 

gulls
Erosion / 
flooding

Goose Island High N Few None
Clump Island High N Many Minimal
Tangier Island Med. N Few Moderate
Halfmoon Is. Med. N Many Moderate

Scarsborough Is. Low N Few Moderate

Watts Island Low N Many Extensive
Webb Island Low N Many Extensive

Parker’s Island Low N Few Extensive
L. Bernard Is. 0 N Many Extensive

Pampco Crk. Is. 0 Y None Minimal

2009 Bayside Site Characteristics



Clump Island

Crisfield, MD

Cedar Island 
WMA, MD

Fox Island

Clump Island



Site
Prod. 

descript.
Fox/raccoon  

Y /N
Nesting 

gulls
Erosion / 
flooding

Goose Island High N Few None
Clump Island High N Many Minimal
Tangier Island Med. N Few Moderate
Halfmoon Is. Med. N Many Minimal

Scarsborough Is. Low N Few Extensive

Watts Island Low N Many Extensive
Webb Island Low N Many Extensive

Parker’s Island Low N Few Extensive
L. Bernard Is. 0 N Many Extensive

Pampco Crk. Is. 0 Y None Minimal

2009 Bayside Site Characteristics



Site
# yng. 

banded
% of 

fledged yng 
# resighted 

in VA
Resighted 

out-of-state
Clump Island 6 38 1 0

Shanks Island1 3 -- 0 0
Goose Island 7 50 0 4
Tangier Island 5 71 2 0
Watts Island 1 50 0 0
Halfmoon Is. 3 60 2 0
Webb Island 2 100 0 0

Scarsborough Is. 2 100 1 0
TOTALS 29 532 6 4

Bayside Banding, 2009

1Banded by J. Weske
2Percentage does not include young banded on Shanks Island.  



Islands Lagoon Bayside Total
Total no. pairs monitored

(% of regional total)
359 (91) 50 (23) 86 (83) 495 (68)

Total no. yng fledged 107 21 49 177
Site Prod. Est. range 0.00-0.54 0.13-0.41 0.00-1.56 0.00-1.56
Regional Prod. Est. 0.30 0.42 0.57 0.36

Productivity 2009 – summary 
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