
Thomas Virzi, Ph.D.
Department of Ecology, Evolution and Natural Resources 

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

Todd Pover
Beach Nesting Bird Project                                             

The Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife –

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

New Jersey Oystercatcher Update 2009



Winter Population Surveys

(Barnegat Inlet to Cape May Inlet)

               Date         Year     Count    Type 
 

           Nov. 25          2002       973      aerial 
 
           Dec. 3            2004       840      aerial 
 
           Dec. 7-17       2004       807      ground 
 
           Dec. 6-16       2005       546      ground 
 
           Dec. 10-15     2006       636      ground 
 
    Dec. 10-18     2007       617      ground 
 
    Dec.  4-17      2008       755      ground 



Banding Data

               Year     Adult      Juv      Total 
 

            2004           9         1     10 
 
            2005         24       15     39 
 
            2006         11       33     44 
 

        2007         11       23     34 
 
     2008         25         9     34 
 
     2009           6       36     42 
 
  Total  86     117        203 



Barrier Beach Strand Breeding 

Population 2003-2009

        2003     2004     2005     2006     2007     2008     2009     AVG 
 

# Pairs          53      55         59         59         60         59         67          59 
 
# Pairs 
Hatched        11         18         16         15         14         10         23          15 
 
# Chicks 
Fledged         15         17         15         15         13         10         24          16 
 
Pair Hatch 
Success          21%      33%     27%      25%      23%      17%      34%       26% 
 
Fledge Rate   
(Per Pair)  0.28     0.31      0.25      0.25      0.22      0.17      0.36       0.26   
 
 
# Sites             22         22         21         19         19          19         23         21 



Rutgers Study of Nest Success 

in Alternative Habitat

•Pilot Research 2004 (1 site)

•Dissertation Research 2005 – 2008 (3 sites)

•Barrier beach (3)

•Saltmarsh (3)

•Inlet island (1)

•Dredge islands (2)

•Expanded Research 2009 (5 sites/inlets)

•Total islands = 25

•Total pairs monitored = 123



Nest Success 2004 – 2009

9.8%
(485)

3.5%
(20)

10.4%
(97)

6.9%
(112) 5.2%

(75)

22.2%
(57)

13.5%
(124)

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

Pooled 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

N
e
s
t 

S
u

c
c
e
s
s

Year



Nest Success by Habitat
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Breeding Phenology 2004 – 2009
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