Handout - Coordinated Banding Protocols
2004 AMOY Working Group Meeting
· Banding scheme

· Triple layer size 6 Darvic color bands engraved with a 2-digit alphanumeric code

· Supplier:        Michael Robin Haggie

HAGGIE ENGRAVING

P.O. Box 66

Crumpton, MD 21628, USA

Tel & fax: 410-928-5228

haggie@intercom.net
· Codes: 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  A C E F H J K M N P R T U X Y

· Removed to reduce error - B D G I L O Q S V W Z 

· 625 Possible Combinations

· Current state color schemes
· Massachusetts – Yellow with Black codes

· Virginia – Black with White codes

· North Carolina – Green with White codes

· South Carolina – Blue with White codes

· Georgia – Red with White codes

· Future state options

· White with Black codes

· Orange with Black codes

· Maroon with White codes

· Band Placement
· Discussion over whether to use a single engraved color band or two identical bands, one on each leg

· Advantages of single band:

· Costs less

· Less potential risk to bird

· Faster banding time

· Advantages of duplicate bands:

· Greater probability of detecting bands

· Bands can be read from either leg, increasing resighting rate

· Better return for equal banding effort

· Over 200 birds in four states banded this year with duplicate bands 

· No injuries or band difficulties seen

· Based on my experience, and reports from Georgia and Massachusetts, the duplicate bands improve resighting potential
· Return on investment seems to justify the small additional cost
· Recommendation: Continue using duplicate bands
