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Field Season 2009 Summary
• 40 pairs monitored at 28 sites

- represents 22% of MA population in 2009 (181 pairs)
- increase of 13% (32 pairs monitored/201) from 2008
-11 additional sites compared to 2008

• Collaborative project with Manomet, USFWS-Monomoy
National Wildlife Refuge, Nantucket Conservation 
Foundation, City University of New York

• also included over 20 partners with 30 individuals 
contributing data or logistical support



American Oystercatcher Breeding Pair
Distribution, Massachusetts, 2008



American Oystercatcher Breeding Pair
Distribution, Massachusetts, 2009

181 total pairs
•Decrease of ~8% 
from 2008?

.38  chicks/pair
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American Oystercatcher Nests Monitored 
by Mass Audubon, 2009
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REGULAR SURVEY ROUTES    

ADDITIONAL SURVEY ROUTES (LIMITED COVERAGE) 

AREAS PROPOSED FOR FUTURE SURVEY EFFORT            

AREAS COVERED BY OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

American Oystercatcher Nests Monitored 
by Mass Audubon, 2009



• 32 pairs monitored > 3-4x week

• 8 additional pairs censused at least once 

• 7 potential/breeding pairs documented in new locations

• Hatching success
– 34% overall

– 75% at sites with management                                                                                 
(low predator fence, electric fence)

• Productivity
– 16 chicks fledged out of 32 pairs                                                                                       

regularly monitored (.5 chicks/pair)

Field Season Preliminary Results 2009
(Mass Audubon only)





• Erected Low Predator fencing at one site
– 2/3 (66%) nests hatched

• Employed electric fencing at two sites
– At one site, one nest was successfully protected in unelectrified 

fencing until hatch (3 weeks), however chicks were lost during 
nor’easter

– At other site, Oystercatchers 

chose to nest outside electric fence

Field Season Preliminary Results 2009



Nesting Habitat--Big Gravel Island, MV



New Nesting Locations-
Nashaquitsa Pond



• Helped band 50 adults/chicks over the breeding season

• 74 adult and fledglings resighted during breeding/post-
breeding season
– All birds identified hatched from MA, or were known MA breeders

• Post-breeding resight surveys 
– daily at 5 sites

– weekly or bi-weekly at 11 sites

• Large post-breeding AMOY flocks present at 2 sites not 
observed in 2007 or 2008 (Nauset Marsh, Eastham and 
North Beach, Chatham).

• Movement between sites:   up to 20 km on within 12 hrs

Field Season Preliminary Results 2009
Breeding/Post-breeding Banding and Resighting



Flush Distance Estimates

•Assessed flush distances 
for 15 nesting pairs
•Difficulty in assessing 
flush distances on foot 
due to flightiness of pairs
•Proposal to use cameras 
in future years
•Buffer zones are best at 
maximum distance 
possible (>150 m)



Emerging Roosting Habitat—
“New” Public Sites that Need Protection



AMOY breeding and post-breeding 
intertidal foraging areas
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Massachusetts American 
Oystercatcher Working Group

•Management for almost 50% of MA American 
oystercatchers (87 pairs) 
•Banding and resighting for MA population

Monomoy National 
Wildlife Refuge



Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge

• Experiment with different types of fencing
– Electric fence 

– Tall fence 

• Increased resighting  effort

• Predator Management

• AMOY education poster

Monomoy National 
Wildlife Refuge
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