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Breeding season surveys
Productivity monitoring

Banding and resighting efforts
Winter survey
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Breeding season surveys
Productivity monitoring

Banding and resighting efforts
Winter survey



• Annual survey of the Virginia coast
• In conjunction with PIPL/WIPL survey since 2001
• 1-9 June
• Locations of pairs and single adults recorded

Patrick LearyBarry Truitt

Breeding season surveys Breeding season surveys -- islandsislands
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American Oystercatcher pairs on the                   
VA barrier islands - 2008

Island total
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48%



Williams et al. 2000; 
Williams unpubl. data

Number of American Oystercatcher adults on the 
Virginia barrier islands, 1979 - 2005
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Wilke et al. 2005

1337161588State total

89 (7)542 (7)Bay – eastern shore

42 (3)021 (4)Bay – western shore

550 (41)104223 (38)Seaside marshes

656 (49)52302 (51)Barrier islands

Total individuals 
(%)

Singles 
(%)

Pairs 
(%)Geographic Area

89%

2003 Statewide Survey2003 Statewide Survey
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1651263694 (588)State total

8928103 (42)Bay – eastern shore

502015 (21)Bay – western shore

627187220 (223)Seaside marshes

74028356 (302)Barrier islands

Total individualsSingles Pairs (‘03) Geographic Area

2008 preliminary results2008 preliminary results
+ 18%- 0.5 %- 29%+145%+18%



Chesapeake
Bay

Atlantic Ocean

MD

Delm
ar

va
 P

en
ins

ula

VA

Virginia 
Beach

Norfolk

Chesapeake
Bay



Breeding season surveys
Productivity monitoring

Banding and resighting efforts
Winter survey



• Monitoring in coastal VA since 2002 (previous isolated studies)
• Measure of success for mammalian predator removal efforts
• Lagoon system
• Refuge monitoring

Productivity monitoringProductivity monitoring



Predator removalsPredator removals



2008 Effort

• AMOY – 455 pairs
• 369 on islands (93%)
• 86 seaside marsh (39%)

Managed for predators

Not managed for predators
(lack of predator activity)

Marsh sites



• Begin nest searches mid-
April

• Visit each site once/week
• Monitor attempts until 

failed or fledged

• Report productivity as 
number of yng
fledged/number of pairs 
monitored



2008 Effort

• AMOY – 455 pairs
• 369 on islands (93%)
• 86 seaside marsh (39%)

Managed for predators

Not managed for predators
(lack of predator activity)

Marsh sites



0.41
(86)

MARSHES
(# prs)

0.29

0.19

’07

0.68

0.50

’06

0.32----Chimney Pole
0.09

’05

0.60Chincoteague Bay1

0.410.850.02-Wachapreague
’08’04’03’02Site

1 Amanda Daisey, CNWR

Productivity 2002Productivity 2002--2008 2008 –– seaside seaside 



2008 Effort

• AMOY – 455 pairs
• 369 on islands (93%)
• 86 seaside marsh (39%)

Managed for predators

Not managed for predators
(lack of predator activity)

Marsh sites



1 Amanda Daisey, CNWR 2 Pam Denmon, ESVNWR – 2004-2008

ISLANDS
(# prs)

’07
0.10 (20)Assateague1

0.00 (1)Wallops1

0.59 (22)Assawoman1

’06

0.30 (10)Smith

0.57 (14)Cobb

’05

0.20 (40)Fisherman2

0.00 (10)Myrtle
1.18 (28)Ship Shoal
0.36 (42)Wreck
0.23 (13)Little Cobb

0.55 (74)Cedar
0.33 (95)Metompkin

’08’04’03’02Site

Productivity 2002Productivity 2002--2008 2008 –– islandsislands

Site Specific Productivity
0.00 – 1.18



1 Amanda Daisey, CNWR 2 Pam Denmon, ESVNWR – 2004-2008
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(369)

ISLANDS     
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0.43 (369)0.43 (346)0.61 (293)ISLANDS     
(# prs)
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’05
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0.00 (10)---Myrtle
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0.36 (42)0.791.26-Wreck
0.23 (13)---Little Cobb
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Productivity 2002Productivity 2002--20082008

1 Amanda Daisey, CNWR 2 Pam Denmon, ESVNWR – 2004-2008



Cause of nest loss 2008Cause of nest loss 2008

55%

16%

9%

7%

4%
washed - 55%

unknown - 16%

unknown - not washed - 9%

unknown depredation - 7%

abandoned - 4%

avian - 3%

overdue - 2%

coon - 2%

crushed/cracked in scrape - 1%

displaced (terns) - 1%

n=173
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0.41Marsh only

0.43Islands only

0.00 – 1.18Site Prod. Est. range

0.42

192

455

Total no. yng fledged 

Overall Prod. Est.

Total no. pairs monitored

Productivity 2008 Productivity 2008 –– summary summary 
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4

0

0
4

Adults

121 (117)TOTAL

5Bayside marshes1

31Seaside marshes

85Barrier islands

YoungRegion

1Includes efforts from J. Weske on bayside

Banding 2008Banding 2008



Summary of the number of oystercatcher young 
banded annually in coastal Virginia by region
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20 (4)

4 (17)
5 (6)
11 (3)

Total Adults     
(% total)

476

23 (5)
79 (17)
374 (79)

Total Banded 
(% total)

456 (96)TOTAL

19 (83)Bayside marshes1

74 (94)Seaside marshes

363 (97)Barrier islands

Total Young    
(% total)

Region

1Includes efforts from J. Weske on bayside

Banding 2003 – 2008



WACHAPREAGUE

METOMPKIN

QUINBY

OYSTER

FISHERMAN

• 7 resighting routes
• ~1500-2000 wintering 

birds
• 2004 - 2008
• Conducted once every 

14 days      (Aug – Dec)





• Over 2,000 resights
• Currently working with 

partners at CCB  and 
the AOWG for analysis
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Banding and resighting efforts
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1722182221321821STATE TOTAL

n/a
139
431
286
534
195
131
106

2006
155162152Chincoteague
1396799Metompkin
197179190Wachapreague

27
15
486
528
668

2007

225249Oyster

17
64

549
501

2008

n/aLynhaven
158Fisherman

498Quinby South
350Quinby North

2005Survey Route

Winter survey results 2005 Winter survey results 2005 -- 2008 2008 



• State Wildlife Grant funding/VA DGIF
• The Nature Conservancy
• US Fish and Wildlife Service – Chincoteague and 

Fisherman Island NWRs
• Partners involved with 2008 VA Coastal Plain 

Survey for colonial waterbirds and AMOY  

Funding and supportFunding and support



B. Truitt

PartnersPartners


